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For the Year Ending December 31, 1885.
EXPENDITURES.
Labor on Farm.
Win. H. Nutter $210 00
Isaac Wallace 70 00
Wm. E. Scott 123 16
S. G. Hannaford 8 00
Farming Utensils, Manure, &c
Joseph S. Grant, oxen 337 50
Ira C. Seymour, horse shoeing, etc. 36 63
Almon Jenness, ox shoeing 46 40
George T. Bragdon, cow and calf 50 00
George Butler, Robes 11 50
Rider & Cotton, hardware 21 02
C. N. Holmes, filing saw 40
Isaac Furber, repairing pump 35
John Shillaber, keys, etc. 60,,
J. Roberts, grafting 50
A. A. Hanscom, printing 4 50
J. Albert Walker, cask plaster 1 10
J. Tilton, interfering boot 25
John Grant, garden plants 80
Alex. Rand, grinding corn 2 00
S. D. Scriggins, painting wagon 8 00
Daniel Mason, sawing 1 50
Woodbury Seavey, tools, etc. 6 02
Geo. Cox & Son, weighing 4 60
.1 16
Thomas E. Call & Son, lumber
Gilbert Hoyt, pasturing heifer
Albert Pray, butchering
Downs & Co. grass seed
Oliver Ham, Trucking
A. P. Wendell & Co. hardware
Street Department, manure
A. C. Hoyt, appletrees
Joseph T. Elliott, repairing boots
Baskets
E. D. Coffin, manure
Harry J. Freeman, killing hog








Use of bull and boar
House rent
WILLIAM H. SEYMOUR,




The Snperintenflent of the Almshouse anil City Fan,
For the Year Ending December 31, 1885.
To the Hon. Mayor and Board of Overseers.
Gentlemen : I would respectfully report that the whole
number of persons admitted to the Almshouse the past year
is 11.




THE OYER&EERS OF THE POOR,





E. S. Fay, shoes, etc.
M. C. Foye, hose
George B. French, dry goods
Winthrop Hoyt. shoes
H. Leveen & Co., pants, coats, etc.
William Leveen, pants, coats, etc.
Henry Peyser & Son, pants, coats, etc.
Contingent,
Josiah F. Adams, funeral expenses,
John H. BroHghton, lime
Est. U . Blaisdell, hand grenades and tin ware
Chronicle and Gazette, advertising
M. M. Collis, crockery and lamps
J. Howard Dodge, crockery
Harry J. Freeman, soap
Samuel J. Gerrish, groceries
Mercer Goodrich, stationery
Mrs. A. M. Locke, services
Mrs. N. M. Scott, services
Miss N. J. Elliott, services
John P. Sweetser, castings, stove linings
A. P. Wendell & Co., hard ware
Fuel for Almshouse.
D. Littlefield, wood
O. F. Philbrick & Co., wood and coal
J. A. Walker, coal
Physician and Hospital Stores
John J. Berry, salary and medicine
George Hill, medicine
A. B. Sherburne, salary and medicine
Superintendent.
William H. Seymour, $400 00
Out-Door Pensioners.
Goorge II. Abbott, groceries 26] 38
Josiah F. Adams, funeral expenses 25 00
Elizabeth Atwellj nursing 15 60
76 30
John J. Berry, vaccination and medicine
John Conlon, groceries
Mary Daly, nursing
William H. Dennett 2d, hack hire
E. S. Fay. clothing-
Fletcher & Tan ton, funeral expenses
Samuel J. Gerrish, groceries
Globe Grocery Co., groceries
Mercer Goodrich, cash paid pensioners
A. K. W. Green, groceries
George Hill, mediciue
Mrs. John Langdon, nursing
Howard 8. Laskey, groceries
John J. Laskey, groceries
John Lowry, use of boat
John Mitchell, groceries
William C. Newton & Son, groceries
Charles W. Norton, fare of vagrants
Benjamin M. Parker, measuring wood
Frank Pearson, meat
Pearson Bros., meat
J. C. Rowe, hack hire
Zebulon Sanborn, groceries
A. B. Sherburne, medicine
W. H. Smart, meat
Edward Smith, care of sick
G. & J. W. Stott, groceries
Joseph H. Thacher, medicine
Charles H. Tucker, groceries
B. Frank Walker, care of sick
61 15
10 80
Recapitulation of Receipts and Expenditures
BY THE
Superintendent and Overseers of the Poor
For the Tear Ending December 31, 1885.
EXPENDITURES AT ALMSHOUSE AND CITY
inventory of Mock at ttie (5ity Farm,
DECEMBER 31, 1S85.





UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF
Tlje IVfaiJort aqd Board of Aldermen,
For the Year Ending December 31, 1885.
EXPENDITURES.
State Tax.
Paid Solon A. Carter, State Treasurer $15,292 00
County Tax.
Paid Winthrop N. Dow, County Treasurer 18,938 72
City Debt.
Paid City Bonds 2,000 00
Interest.
Paid Coupons 5880 00
Paid Interest on Haven Fund 83 40
5963 40
Less received interest on deposits 843 67




Calvin Page, Mayor 307 53
Mercer Goodrich, City Clerk 1000 00
Charles E. Batchelder, Police Justice 600 00
Charles W. Norton, City Marshal 699 96
Samuel R. Gardner, City Messenger 600 00
William G. Marshall, Street Commissioner 600 00
Samuel P. Treadwell, City Treasurer 250 00
16
Howe Call, City Solicitor
Samuel W. Emery. City Solicitor
Herbert A. Harden, Chief Engineer





Andrews & Fairchild, horses
Michael P. Arnold, labor
Henry Atwell, labor
John O. Avers, wooden pump
Wright Bancroft, labor
Daniel Barrett, labor
Est. Uriah Blaisdell, tin kettle
John Blute, labor
Fred J. Boss, labor
Herman A. Brackett, labor
John T. Bridge, labor
Alfred S. Brooks, labor
Joshua Brooks & Co., corn and meal
John H. Bronghton, cement and brick
Thomas E. Call & Son, lumber
John Callahan, labor
Benj. E. Canney, "





John W. Caswell, "
Chronicle & Gazette, advertising-
Charles H. Chase, labor
City Farm, hay and labor
H. W. Clapp, inlet cap
Edward D. Coffin, painting
M. M. Colby, hay
James M. Colman, labor
Henry B. Colson, labor
Concord Railroad, freight
O. H. Cook, expense out of town
Patrick Daley, labor
Stephen Daley, "
J ;n lies Dermodv,




George Dunbar, labor 44 62
Johnl)yer, " 46 18
Matthew Earing *' 39 00
Eastern Railroad, freight 10 40
Joseph T. Elliott, labor 4 50
Joseph T. Elliott, Jr., labor 4 50
Leonard Evans, labor 3 50
E. S. Fay, boots 4 00
George Fernald, labor 2 50
Thomas Flynn, " 16 87
Charles H.*Foot, u 540 00
Dyer Foss, " 1 50
Fred F. Foster, " 189 75
Harry J. Freeman, " 45 00
George B. French, flannel 1 05
Charles A. Garland, labor 6 00
Frank P. Garland, " 9 63
George W. Garland, " 75
William P. Gardner, " 37 80
Christopher P. Gillagan, " 16 12
Charles Gove, " 3 00
George W. W. Gove, " 11 25
William H. Gove, " 3 00
Horace Gray, " 380 11
A. K. W. Green, horse liniment 12 25
Joseph W. Green, labor 16 00
Gardner J. Greenleaf, repairing carts 3 14
Allen Greenough, stone 98 40
Michael J. Griffin, labor 43 50
Josiah Grover, setting glass 5 60
Oliver W. Ham, straw 2 31
A. A. Hanscom, advertising 10 37
John Hanscom, labor 19 50
Nathaniel Hanscom, " 11 25
John A. Hodgdon, ; ' 3 75
Eugene S. Hoyt, " 9 00
George M. Huntress, repairing carts 31 80
John W. Huntress, labor 3 75
John W. Hurley, labor 61 50
James Janvrin, repairs of gate, etc. 32 11
Ernest S. Johnson, labor 5 25
Francis R. Johnson, " 3 75
John W. Johnson, •' 2 00
William Kelleher, " 78 00
Edward Kelley, " 64 50
Patrick Kiley,' " 42 00
J. T. Larrabee, repairing harnesses, etc. 36 35
Alfred W. Libbey, labor 13 12
18
John Low, labor 57 75'
Loach &Lydston, shoeing: 8 50
Dennis Lynes, labor 540 00
Dennis Lynch, labor 58 50
Thomas Lynch, labor 9 00
David Mahoney, labor 23 50
Nicholas G. Mason, hay 241 90
John McCarthy, ' labor' 33 00
Patrick McCarthy, " 51 00
Thomas McCne, " "• 3 00
George Meloon, " 122 24
John C. Meloon, " 27 75
Charles H. Miller, " 1 50
Miller & Fnrber, repairing pumps- 27 38
Simon H, Mills, repairing carts 12 95
Henry Moran, labor 1 50
William Morrissey, labor 70 50
M. A. Moulton, stone 20 00
J. C. Muchmore, repairs on pumps- 22 30
George A. Murray, labor 1 50
John Murphy j labor, 177 37
Nevvichewanick Co., horse blankets- 25 70
Timothy O'Leary, labor 99 00
John O'DonncTl, " 324 12
Thomas Palmer, " 21 00
John Parks, " 14 62
Horace W. Pearson, " 3 75
George A. Perkins, "- 10 50
E. A. Peterson,, stone 15 20
Silas Philbrick, watering trough 15 00
Robert Phinney, labor 46 50
George A. Pickering, labor 3 00
John J. Pickering, stone 57 75
Oliver Pickering, labor 4 50
Willis Pender, labor 228 12
George Pender, labor 9 00
William A. Plaisted, grain 268 43
Portsmouth Aqueduct Co., water 42 00
" Gas Light Co., gas 33 59
" Machine Co., repairs 171 74
Mayhew Pray, labor 75
Andrew P. Preston, liniment 4 22
Michael Quinlan, labor 31 50
Thomas Quinn, " 540 00
George Ramsdell, " 125 70
Morris Reardon, " 18 00
Harrison Remick, " 12 52
Rienzi Ridge, " 42 00
Rider & Cotton, tools 34 87
19
George Roberts, labor 9 75
Thomas Roberts, labor 40 50
Benjamin Russell, coal 29 97
Ira C. Seymour, sharpening tools and shoeing
horses 234 32
Michael Sheridan, labor 27 00
E. F. Sise & Co., salt 2 30
William Shannon, labor 1 50
William G. Snow, labor 138 74
George H. Smart, labor 124 00
Dennis Shea, cement pipe 59 90
Albert Shedd, labor .22 50
Andrew J. Smith, labor 5 70
Walter Snow " 15 00
Delhi Spinner., stone 18 50
John Storer, labor 24 00
Henry R„ Stoddard & Son, horse hire 5 00
Dennis Sullivan, labor 126 00
Thomas G. Swinfield, labor 3 50
George A. Trafton, repairs, etc. 57 90
James Twomblv, labor 204 75
Charles E, Walker & Co., coal 31 97
J. Albert Walker, coal 10 85
Warren P. Webster, stone 20 00
George W. Weeks, labor ' 35 02
John Fl. Wells, oil 2 40
James Welsh, labor 7 13
A. P Wendell & Co., hardware 106 97
John S. Wendell, labor 21 00
H. Gates Wentworth, " 540 00
Frank Willey, " 7 00
William S. Willey, " 28 75
C. W. Woods, " -85 50
John Woods, * k 76 44
John H. Woods, " 99 50
Philip E. Woods, » 502 00
George Wright, " 9 00
Less amount received from Street
Commissioner
Less amount received from sale of
horses
Less amount received from Fire
Department
Less amount received from Over-
seers of the Poor
20
Roads.
James Akerman, labor 9* 00
Walter Akerman, labor 1 50
Wright Bancroft, labor 10 87
E. C. Bean, labor 26 62
George Bilbruck, man and horse 127 11
John Filute, labor 3 00
Fred J. Boss, man and horse 12 00
Frank O. Brown, man and horse 4 50
Thomas T&. Call & Son, lumber 45 55
Levi Larkin, man and horse i» 75
Addison Carroll, man and horse 17 25
Kidney Carroll, labor 24 00
City Farm, men and oxen 14 30
Elijah Clough, man and horse 8 24
George Clough, man and horse 7 50 .
Edward D. Coffin, painting 31 50
Thomas E. Cole, man and horse 27 00
Peter Collins, " " 63 75
John Daley, " " 18 37
Patrick Daley, " " 30 75
William H. Dennett, labor 2 25
John Downing, labor 7 50
Washington I. Drake, man and horse 35 37
Joseph T. Elliott, labor 4 50
Joseph T. Elliott, Jr., labor 5 25
James Evans, labor 9 00
Leonard Evans, man and horse 16 87
Bartholemew Flynn, man and horse, 20 25
Dyer Foss, man and horse 13 50
Charles Foster, man and horse 2'J 25
William Foster, labor 1 50
Harry J. Freeman, man and horse 12 00
George Fuller, labor 9 75
Patrick Gaghaghan, labor 25 62
Andrew Gardner, man and horse 18 75
Andrew M. Gardner, man and horse 15 00
Samuel R. Gardner, horse hire 1 00
Charles A. Garland, man and horse 32 25
Frank P. Garland, man and horse 64 00
George W. Garland, labor 6 75
James W. Garland, labor 3 00
Marshall Goodwin, labor 3 00
Charles Gove, man and horse 3 00
George W. W. Gove, labor 2 25
William H. Gove, man and horse •"> 75
Allen Greenough, man and horse 21 00
21
Charles P. Haley, man and horse 8 25
Asa Ham, labor 3 00
Joseph O. Ham, labor 2 25
Charles Hammond, man and horse 6 00
Samuel Hanscom, man and horse 56 37
Samuel Hanscom, Jr., labor 19 50
Charles E. Hodgdon, man and horse 1' 75
John A. Hodgdon, " kl 17 25
Joseph R. Holmes, " " 47 37
Warren O. Holmes, " " 3G 75
Wra. J. Holmes, labor J2 37
William P. Israel, man and horse 50 25
George A. Jackson & Co., repairs 5 44
Edmund James, man and horse 24 75
Herbert James, labor 1 50
Francis R. Johnson, labor 1 50
Ernest S. Johnson, labor 4 50
John Johnson, man and horse 1 50
William Kelleher, man and horse, 7 50
James Kenniston, labor 9 75
B. Stowe Laskey, labor 5 00
Frank Lester, labor 6 00
Stephen Lester, labor 15 37
Patrick Mahoney, man and horse 31 12
Charles Main, man and horse 21 75
Freeman Marden, man and horse 33 00
George Marden, labor 3 00
John C. Marden, man and horse 24 75
Joseph P. Marden, labor 1G 50
Oilman Mason, man and horse 3 00
William McCullum, man and horse 17 50
John McCarthy, man and horse 9 00
Thomas McCue, man and horse 13 50
Charles H. Miller, labor 12 00
William Moses, labor 3 00
Henry Moran, labor 75
George H. Murray, man and horse 4 50
E. S. Odiorne, man and oxen 6 00
Oren Otis, man and horse 24 00
Horace W. Pearson, labor 3 75
Charles Pinder, labor 75
George A. Perkins, man and horse 10 50
George A. Pickering, labor 75
Oliver Pickering, labor 1 50
Albert M, Pray, man and horse 4 50
Mayhew Pray, man and horse 8 25
Alonzo Rand, man and oxen 21 00
E. II. Rand, man and horse 120 25
22
T. P. Rand, labor
J. S. Rand, man and horse
William E. Rand, man and oxen
Rider & Cotton, spikes
George Rodman, man and horse
Soloman Schurman, man and horse
Joseph Schurman, man and horse
T. H. Seavey, repairing chains
James Seavey, man and horse
William Shannon, " "
J. Shaw, " "
Dennis Shea, " "
Andrew Sherburne, " "
Albert Shedd, " "
T. G. Sherburne, " '*
Wm. Slmttleworth, " "
Andrew J. Sides, " "
Daniel H. Spinney, " "
Mrs. Spinney, " "
Joseph E. Stoddard, man and oxen
Thomas G. Swinfield. man and horse
Benjamin Tripp, labor
Joseph J. Wain, labor
Joseph Wain, labor
Edward Walcott, labor
A. T. Walker & Son, cement pipe
G. S. Webber, man and horse
James Welsh, man and horse
A. P. Wendell & Co., hardware
Horace D. Whiclden, labor
Samuel Whidden, labor
Langdon Whidden, man and horse
S. S. Whidden, man and horse
E. II . Winchester, man and horse
John Woods, man and horse
Bridges.
John H. Bronghton, lumber,
E. W. Cochrane, use of team
Thomas E. Call & Son, lumber
James Janvrin, labor
Rider & Cotton, spikes
George A. Trafton, iron work






Charles H. Mendum, labor and material
Silas Philbrick, edge stone, etc.
Aaron Pinkham, brick
A. B. Trefethen, labor
Philip E. Woods, labor
George Wright, labor
Less received of Street Commissioner and
others
Sewers.





H. W. Clapp & Co., traps
Concord R. R., freight
Jeremiah Donovan, labor
George Dunbar, "













Miller & Eurber,' "
George Roberts, "
George H. Smart, "
John Stover, "
Dennis D. Sullivan, "
A. B. Trefethen,
John W. Twombly, "
A. T. Walker & Son, cement pipe
George W. Weeks, labor
Philip E. Woods, "
George Wright, "




Est. Uriah Blaisdell, repairs
Charles H. Clough, lighting
Edward D. Coffin, setting glass
Five & Co., expressage
William P. Gardner, lighting




Portsmouth Machine Co., repairs
Portsmouth Gas Light Co.. gas
Ira C. Seymour, repairs
George A. Trafton, repairs
James T. Trafton, lighting
George H. Tripp, setting glass, etc.
William Ward & Son, alcohol
Samuel Webber, lighting
A. P. Wendell & Co., oil, lamps, etc.
Wheeler Reflector Co., lighting
Less received for oil
Contingent.
Josiah F. Adams, repairs at Point of Graves
Daniel F. Akerman, distributing inventories
Henry Atvrell, labor
Daniel J. Avers, inspector check list
George W. Ayers, ringing bell
George D. Barter, care of court house
William P. Bennett, distributing inventories
Est. Uriah Blaisdell, repairs city building
Boston & Maine railroad, freight
Lewis W. Brewster, advertising
John Callahan, labor
Thos. E. Call & Son, lumber
M. T. Canty, ward clerk
Edwin W. Cochrane, horse hire
Edward D. Coffin, painting
H. F. Clark, returning vital statistics
William Conn, inspector check list
Samuel J. Dodge, agent insurance
Ann Downing, returning vital statistics
Downs & Co., soap, matches, etc.

























Ira G. Eastman, services ward clerk
Samuel W. Emery, term fees
Fletcher & Tanton, furniture and repairs
George B. French, carpets
Gamewell Fire Alarm, wire
A. P. Gardner, repairing flag
Samuel R. Gardner, labor
William P. Gardner, care ward room
Thomas S. Gay, use of awning
M. Goodrich, returning vital statistics, etc
Samuel S. Green, procuring statistics
Michael J. Griffin, labor at cemeteries
J. F. Hall, returning vital statistics
Henry H. Ham, care of clocks
Est. Henry Hartshorn, maintaining water trough,
George W. Haven, stone
Howard & Pender, agents, insurance
Michael Hurle}', labor
George A. Jackson & Co., labor
James Janvrin, building sea wall
Henr}- F. Jenks, drinking fountain
Frank Jones, building road
William 0. Junkins, returning vital statistics
Patrick Kiley, labor
Samuel H. Kingsbury, services as ward clerk
Michael Leary, damages
Daniel Littlefield, fuel
John E. Locke, inspector check lists
Dennis Lynch, labor
John Lynch, labor
Horace A. Martin, inspector check lists
Patrick McCart}-, labor
W. A. McGinley, cash paid atGreely reception
George A. Meloon, labor
Miller & Furber, pipe and labor on drinking
fountain
D. H. Montgomery, cord
Morse & Ilsley, agents, insurance
T. W. Muchmore, labor





Benjamin M. Parker, clerk of inspectors
John Parks, labor




Est. J. W. Pierce, rent of land
O. F. Philbrick & Co., fuel
William P. Pickett, stove
Portsmouth Gas Light Co., gas
Portsmouth Machine Co., repairs
U. S. Post Office, rent and stamps,
Fred E. Potter, returning vital statistics
C. B. Rand, bounty on woodchucks
Irving W. Rand, bounty on woodchucks
Rider & Cotton, rope
Samuel Rowe, enrollment
Benjamin Russell, land and fuel
Benj. T. Russell, inspector of check lists
H. M. Pinkhara, agent South Berwick Band
Sheldon Brothers, furniture
Andrew Sherburne, use of well
A. B. Sherburne, returning vital statistics
John T. Shillaber, repairs
William Sladden, damages,
Joseph Spinney, distributing inventories
Samuel Spinney, distributing inventories
State Industrial School, board
John P. Sweetser, lamp
George A Trafton, repairs
Samuel P. Treadwell, labor and stamps
A. B. Trefethen, labor
C. K. Wadham & Co., stationery
Richard H. Waldron, inspector check lists
A. H. Webster, dinner for ward officers,
John H. Wells, powder, etc.
A. P. Wendell & Co., nails, etc.
Frank C. Wendell, labor
John S. Wendell, enrollment
George W. Weston, copy of deeds
S. C. Whittier, returning vital statistics
Philip E. Woods, labor
Fire Department,
Pay-roll Assistant Engineers
" Steamer No. 2




" Hook and Ladder Co-
Supply Wagon
" Engineers and Firemen
100 00
27
Rufus Adams, washing hose 6 30
George W. Avers, ringing bell 5 00
Joseph F. Berry, blankets 6 50
Est. U. Blaisdell, pipe, grates, etc, 36 68
James Broughton, hauling steamer 28 05
A. K. Brown, hauling steamer 99 00
Thomas E. Call & Son, lumber 10 86
James M. Carr, rubber coats 7 00
City Farm, husks 1 60
Chronicle and Gazette, advertising 2 00
Edwin W. Cochrane, horse and carriage 6 00
Edward D. Coffin, painting 22 15
John Conlon, salaratus 5 00
Stephen Daley, labor 3 00
L. T. Davis, labor 1 50
Downs & Co., soap and broom 17 81
John Dyer, repairs 5 88
George B. French, bed comforters 2 87
Frye & Co., expressage 1 25
Samuel R. Gardner, labor 8 75
William H. Gardner, watching at fires 6 50
William P. Gardner, labor 12 00
Samuel J. Gerrish, polish 62
A. Goldthwait, hauling engine 8 00
Mercer Goodrich, shades 3 84
Horace W. Gray, washing hose 6 30
Michael H. Gregg, labor 4 00
Oliver W. Ham, hauling extinguisher 20 00
A. A. Hanscom, printing 20 25
Hett Brothers, hauling engine 48 00
George A. Jackson & Co., labor 36 29
E. Jonbert, horse 425 00
George N. Jones, labor 4 25
C. H. Kenniston, labor 22 25
Major S. Langdon, washing hose, 4 20
J. T. Larrabee, repairing of harnesses 20 85
Charles E. Leach, steward 10 00
William T. IVyons, washing hose 2 70
John Lynch, labor 3 00
Manchester Locomotive Works, valves, springs 62 90
Herbert A. Harden, paid express 95
Joshua B. Marston, 'steward, etc. 27 75
Daniel Mason, lumber and labor 367 20
George E. Mcintosh, labor 14 05
Pay-roll washing hose, 8 40
Freeman H. Peverlv, ringing bell 7 00
O. F. Pnilbrick & Co., fuel 88 68
Portsmouth Aqueduct Co., water 64 37
28
Portsmouth Gas Light Co., gas
Portsmouth Machine Co., repairs
True W. Priest, labor
Levi W. Pryor, labor
Thomas A. Pryor, steward and ringing bell
Rider & Cotton, chain
Benjamin Russell, coal
Willard J. Sampson & Co., painting
Willard Sears, labor
Ira C. Seymour, blacksmith work
Solomon Seymour, ringing bell
John T. Shillaber, repairs
E. F. Sise & Co., coal
George H. Smart, labor
Street Department, hauling engines
John E. Sullivan, care of reservoir
John P. Sweetser, labor
Wilber I. Trafton, superintendent fire alarm
Richard II. Waldron, labor
Charles E. Walker & Co., coal
Fred E. Webber, labor
Samuel Webber, labor
Warren P. Webster washing hose
William Welch, washing hose
John H. Wells, zinc and labor
A. P. Wendell & Co., shovels, brooms, etc.
A. J. Wilkenson & Co., polish
Less received use engine
Police.
Charles H. Beselievre, witness fees
Est. U. Blaisdell, care of stoves, etc.
Lewis W. Brewster, printing
James Brooks, witness fee
John H. Broughton, lime
Marcellus Bufford, special justice
Charles Carroll, witness fee
Chronicle and Gazette, advertising
Cit}r Farm, cleaning vault
Edward D. Coffin, painting
John Dame, witness fee
William Dennett, witness fee
John Downing, witness fees
Downs & Co., bread, etc.




Thomas Watkins, witness fee 77
John II . Wells, pipes, brooms, etc. 10 41
A. P. Wendell & Co., hardware 2 73
Less received from City Marshal
School Houses.
Anderson & Jnnkins, labor
William G. Billings, labor
Est. Uriah Blaisdell, repairing stoves, etc.
John Callahan, labor
Thomas E. Call & Son, lumber
Edward D. Coffin, painting
John Dyer, labor
George J. Fernald, labor
William J. Fraser, labor
John T. French, windows, sashes
William B. Grogan. painting
Josiah Grover, painting
George Hayes, labor
C. N. Holmes, labor
George A. Jackson & Co., labor and stock




Proprietors Portsmouth Academy, rent
Pryor & Matthews, hardware
John P. Swe'etser, labor, etc.
Charles W. Taylor, labor, etc.
George A. Trafton, labor
Joseph Wain, labor
John H. Wells, care and repair stoves
A. P. Wendell & Co., hardware
George Wright, labor
Public Buildings.
Estate Uriah Blaisdell, repairs of stoves 29 65
Thomas E. Call & Son, lumber 311) 24
Edward D. Coffin, painting 39 02
William J. Fraser, labor 1 7G
John T. French, sashes, etc. 3 70
William B. Grogan, painting 4 92
Josiah Grover, painting 66 19
George Hayes, labor 20 30




Rent of North Mill.
Boston and Maine Railroad Co. $500 00
Watch.
Pay-roll night watch $454-1 44
Schools.
Paid orders of Board of Instruction 19,234 44
Less received Literary Fund 1166 93
Less received for tuition non-resi-
dent pupils 9 00
1175 93
• $18,058 51
Support of the Poor.
Paid Overseers of the Poor as per credit
on their account
33
Portsmouth and Dover Railroad.
Paid coupons on City Bonds 20,814 00




Rent of store, Pleasant street 50 00
Rent of landing, foot of Daniel street 37 50
For licenses 230 00
For use of ward room 5 00
For damage by fire at Haven school 42 32
From High school committee, loan of
DeMeritt Fund 500 00
From State Insurance tax 45 00
From State Railroad tax 4094 76
From State Savings Bank tax 18,634 14
$864 82
^22,773 90
List of taxes 1885 103,252 04
Less abatements 1,533 74
$101,718 30
Additional tax $86 65
Balance account 1884 80,184 22
Less abatements 1884 533 31
Less abatements 1883 263 91
Less amount relinquished on real
estate bought for taxes 14 92
Less amount credited William E.
Hadlev in the adjustment of
his account 1879-84 6491 88
Less amount of claim against the








Which balance is as follows :
Charles A. Shannon's account 1874 231 19
William E. Hartley's account 1883-4 219 70
Marcellus Buffovd
;
s account 1884 453 87
Samuel P. Treadwell's account 1885 4741 29
Samuel P. Treadwell, Treasurer, cash
on hand and on deposit 26,960 10
Real estate sold for taxes unredeemed 8096 24
$40,702 39
We have examined the foregoing account and find it to cor-








Statement of Tax, 1885.
Appropriated by City Councils 98,200 00
Added for dead list and abatements 4,7.34 04
Dog tax 298 00
Abated by the Assessors 1,533 74





Statement of City Debt, December 31, 1885.
Jan. 1, 1874, G per ct. Jan. 1.
37
Amount of Assets Due the City.
Balance of C. A. Shannon's Account 1874 231 19
" Wm. E. Hartley's " 1883-'84 219 70
" M. Bufford's « 1884 453 87
"
t S. P. Treadwell's " 1885 4741 29
S. P. Treadwell, Treasurer, cash on hand
and on deposit 26960 10
Real estate sold for taxes unredeemed 8096 24









The claim against the United States for assignment of boun-
ty to volunteers, amounting to $19,529 60, which has hereto-
fore been included in the assests due the city, having been pro-





For the Year Ending December 31, 1885.
Real Estate.
City Farm, 46 acres 10000 00
City Almshouse and other buildings on
City Farm 32000 000
42000 00
Court House and land 10000 00
City Hall 15000 00
Spring Market, land and water privilege 4000 00
Plains land 1500 00
Ward building on Elm street 2000 00
Ward building and School room on Water street 10500 00
Ward building and school room on State street 6000 00
Gravel lot, South road 600 00
Gravel lot, Greenland road 400 00
Gravel lot, Lafayette road 1000 00
Gravel lot, Lafayette road 750 00
Gravel lot, Sherburne road 450 00
Gravel lot, Sagamore road 400 00
/
Powder magazine and h
City Pound





School Houses and Land.
High, Daniel street 23800 00
Bartlett, School street 3500 00
Franklin. North street 6000 00
Woodburv, Gravelly Ridge 2500 00
Cabot street 8200 00
Plains 500 00
Haven, South School street 12000 00
Lafayette road 1200 00
Walker, Hanover street 10000 00
Spalding, Cambridge street 3500 00
Store, Pleasant street, and land 800 00
Brick Engine House, Court street 1200 00
Engine House State street 500 00
Wooden Engine House and Hose Tower,
Court street 6000 00





Stock on City Farm, including farming uten-
sils, provisions, clothing, furniture
Furniture at City Rooms
Furniture at Court House
Furniture at Academy
Street horses, carts, harnesses, tools, etc.
Stone crusher and steam engine
500 tons stone for crusher
Scales, weights and measures
Drain pipe, sewer traps and grates
3440 shares of Portsmouth and Dover R. R
at par
Fire Department.
Steam fire engine Sagamore and apparatus 2629 60
» " Col. Sise " 4430 45
" " Kearsarge " 4484 70
" " M. H. Goodrich " 3767 77
Extinguisher No. 5 and apparatus 754 20
" 6 " 688 05
Hook and Ladder Carriage and apparatus 1764 00
Supply Wagon, Hose Carriage, etc. 320 28
4058 96
40
Property in hose tower, hose, etc. 6076 00
Steam heating apparatus in hose tower 400 00
Furniture, etc., in Engineers' office 113 94
" " Drivers' room 41 40
Fire Alarm Telegraph 2860 00
Property in City Stable 443 00
$28773 39
City hearse 100 00
City clock, North Church 500 00
City clock, Ward room, Water street 400 00
Bell at Ward room, Water street 500 00
Bell at Cabot street school house 195 00
Real estate 182,975 00





Gentlemen of the Citij Councils':
In obedience to the laws of the State, and in accordance
with the custom of my predecessors, I take this occasion to
call your attention to such matters relating- to the affairs of our
City, as in my judgment demand your attention ; and I trust
that any recommendation which I may make will be such as to
merit your favorable consideration.
My duties as a member of the Board of Aldermen, during
the municipal year just closed, have given me an opportunity
to become somewhat acquainted with the financial condition of
the City. I find that, though heretofore for many years the
City has been obliged to hire large sums of money in tempo-
rary loans, to pay current expenses, before the annual appro-
priations have been available, there has been no loan of that
nature during the past year. The City therefore has no float-
ing indebtedness, and no part of the bonded debt, excepting
$2000, falling due in 1<S<S7, becomes due until 1889, when bonds
to the amount of $50,000 mature, bearing interest at the rate
of six per cent.
I think that in order to meet the payment of this large
sum, we should take measures looking to the sale of a portion
of the stock belonging to the City in the Portsmouth and Dover
Railroad, each year, until we have sold sufficient for this pur-
pose. Though the proceeds could not probably lie invested so
as to bring six per cent interest to the City until 1889, yet the
stock, if sold in small lots, will sell at a sufficient premium to
enable the City to make itself whole by the operation.
The amount received from the sale of a part of the City
Farm— $22,306— is in the City treasury to the credit of the
appropriation for abating the North Mill Pond nuisance.
The Collector and Treasurer for the years 1873 and 1-S74
still owes the City the sum of $231.19, and it would seem that
measures ought to be taken to close this account in some way.
The Collector and Treasurer for the years 1H83-4 owes the
City $1,418.24, of which about one-half apparently is cash in
his hands not paid over. But inasmuch as his accounts as




This matter demands your attention, and some action on
your part, whereby whatever is actually due the City should be
paid into the treasury.
The United States Court of Claims has within a few
months past decided adversly to the claim for $19,529.60,
alleged to be due the City from the government, and that item
should he hereafter omitted from the "assets" of the City.
Our streets are, for the most part, in good condition,
and compare favorably with those of any other New England
city. Money well expended upon them is well invested, and 1
trust that the same liberal spirit towards them will he mani-
fested as heretofore. A great many items of expense are
charged to the appropriation for streets which do not directly
benefit them. The cost of collecting ashes and refuse from
the houses of citizens, which amounts, according to my esti-
mate, to nearly, if not fully twelve hundred dollars annually,
is one of the items. The drinking fountain about being com-
pleted, on Market Square, is another similar item. This foun-
tain will be of incalculable value as furnishing a constant sup-
ply of pure water for drinking purposes, hut its value to the
City as furnishing the additional supply of water so long
demanded for the reservoir on Market Scpiare, should not be
overlooked; the pipe feeding this fountain being connected so
as to supply this reservoir when desired.
A gravel pit is very much needed, and I would specially
urge upon you the necessit}^ of obtaining one at a convenient
distance from the compact part of the City at once, if possible.
During the past year only one accident of any considerable
importance has happened upon the streets, notwithstanding for
a long season during the winter the sidewalks were covered
with ice, and the persons in charge of the streets were obliged
to carry on a continuous warfare with the elements. The dam-
ages caused by this accident were settled amicably to the satis-
faction of all concerned.
The City has only one case in court, and whatever may lie
the result of this suit, the city is not liable to lose anything,
as I understand it. This action is brought by William S.
Willey, who claims that the City in taking gravel from the pit
on Lafayette road, has interrupted his right of way there, lint
as the City has a warranty deed of the pit from the late John
Elwyn, and his legal representatives have been notified of the
suit and summoned to defend it, I suppose the City is amply
protected.
An efficient police force is one of the necessary adjuncts
of a City government, especially in a seaport like this. The
police should be citizens of undoubted honesty and integrity,
of good habits and possessing discretion and good judgment.
It is difficult to find men possessing all these qualifications, who
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are willing to subject themselves to danger and exposure for
the small salaries paid them ; and in appointing men to fill
these places the appointing power is often sorely troubled, and
is liable to mistakes and errors. I cannot too strongly urge
upon the Board of Aldermen the importance of great care and
deliberation in selecting men for these positions.
The condition of our school houses and the manner of
heating them is not such as it should be. The high school
building is now being supplied with a steam heating apparatus,
and I doubt not that the result, both in the matter of economy
and the sufficiency of heat will be satisfactory. I think it
worth the inquiry by you whether some other of our school
houses should not be so heated. It has been suggested that
the school houses in Districts One and Two, in the compact
part °f the City, might all lie brought together under one roof
in a large school house to be erected for this purpose. But I
doubt if the tax-payers are yet ready to raise the necessaiy
funds for such a purpose. It is useless, however, to attempt
to deny that our school houses are, as a general thing, behind
the age, and not such as we can exhibit with pride. Sooner
or later something must be done in this regard.
It has been suggested that in the Fire Department there is
an opportunity to effect a considerable saving, and not only
not lessen its efficiency but rather increase it by reducing the
number or men attached to the Department. It is claimed
by those favoring this idea, that in most other cities a less
number of men than we have is found sufficient for a company,
and that there is no reason why this should not apply equally
as well in our own City, and thereby an annual saving of five
or six hundred dollars be made in the matter of salaries. And
it is said that this reduction can be the better brought about
now because better facilities are offered the Department by the
additions already made and the means provided and at its com-
mand. An additional horse has been lately purchased so that
there is at all times at least one horse in the City stables ready
in case of fire.
The long needed additional supply of water for the reser-
voir on Market Square will be obtained, as I have stated above,
by means of the fountain now being put in.
During the past year the Gamewell Electric Fire Alarm
System has been adopted, and is in complete working order.
It has worked well in other cities where used, and has been
found of great value ; and I doubt not that it will in time here
fully meet the expectations of those favoring it, and gain the
confidence and praise of those now opposing it.
It is of course agreed by everybody that the presence of
the fire department is worth much more during the first few
minutes of a fire, than after the fire has gained headway. Not
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only does the fire alarm furnish the means of giving immediate
notice of the existence of a fire, but it also gives to everybody
information as to its location, so that no time is lost in finding
it. Had this system been in operation at the time of the burn-
ing of the Rockingham House, it is more than probable that
the building would have been saved. But the department as
now organized has proved itself efficient and satisfactory in ca-
ses of fire, and our citizens have a sense of security under it
which should not be shaken by any ill-advised or hasty action.
The subject should therefore be carefully considered by you be-
fore any important changes are made.
The North mill pond nuisance, which has for nearly fifteen
years been a source of annoyance and expense to the City, and
a bugbear to each successive City Government, seems now to
be in a fair way of abatement.
In accordance with the judgment of competent engineers
and others, and agreeably to the express wishes of a large
number of our citizens, it has been determined to construct a
large intercepting brick sewer from near Creek street along the
railroads and through Deer street to the river into tide water.
All sewers and drains now running into the pond will be con-
nected with this sewer, and no more sewage will be drained in-
to the pond. The plans and specifications for this sewer have
been prepared ; proposals for the work have been issued and
bids called for, and I see no reason why the contract will not be
awarded and the work commenced so as to finish the sewer by
the first of January next. It will probably be necessary to
take some measures in regard to the outlet of the pond in order
that the sewage already deposited may be rendered harmless
as rapidly as possible, but I am satisfied that I can congratulate
you that we have reached "the beginning of the end."
The question of providing a remedy for the trouble has
been one of great difficulty, and the attempts of each success-
ive City Government in this direction seemed only to compli-
cate the matter and add to the difficulties. The result now ar-
rived at has only been reached after the expenditure of much
time and labor, of which the citizens generally have very little
idea. I think this City Government and all our citizens are
largely indebted to my predecessor, who has to-day retired
from office, for what has been accomplished.
For full information as to all matters of detail relating to
the city debt, assets and fiscal affairs, 1 would refer you to the
published accounts, and would invite your attention to the City
books and all matters in the office of the City clerk, that you
may compare their present condition with that of one year ago,
when there were no books or accounts worthy of the name ;
when the funds belonging to the City were not where they could
be found ; when the more important appropriations for the year
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had been expended although the year was but little more than
half gone, and when it was impossible to tell whether the then
incoming City Government had anything to take charge of save
an empty treasury, a large floating indebtedness and an ava-
laiu-ls of unpaid bills.
There will doubtless arise during the coming year many
other matters demanding your attention, to which I have not
referred. Indeed, I have only touched upon some of the most
important questions now apparent. And I trust that to all the
affairs of the City which come under our charge, we shall be
ever ready to give the same careful and considerate attention
which we would bestow upon our own private affairs of import-
ance. I believe that this has been done during the past year,
and our election to the positions we now hold furnish the best
evidence that the citizens are satisfied with such an administra-
tion of their affairs, and are ready to indorse and support by
their suffrages those officials whose aim it is to do their whole
dutv faithfully and honestly.
CITY GOYEI^MEP, JS85--86.
Hon. MARCELLUS ELDREDGE, Mayor.
ALDERMEN.
Ward 1—John E. Locke, Ward 2—Hiram F. Williams.
Wm. E. Littlefield, Horace S. Hatch.
John F. Magraw. John Griffin.
Ward 3—Edward D. Coffin. Ward 4—Oliver H. Cook,
Howell C. Russell.
MERCER GOODRICH, City Clerk.
Common Councilmen.
President, MICHAEL CROWLEY.
Ward 1—Freeman Pearson Ward 2—Charles E. Berry
Albion Littlefield John L. Frisbee
Thomas A. Ward William J. Eraser
Dennis J. Carroll John O. Downs
James A. Corey John C. Stevens
Michael Crowley Michael J. Learv
Ward 3—Thos. D. Wardwell Ward 4—Herman A. Brackett
Cornelius Sullivan George W. McCarthy
George Adams
William A. A. Cullen
CHARLES E. SENTER, Clerk.
Overseers of the Poor.
Chairman, the Mayor, ex-officio, Daniel Littlefield, John
Mitchell, Benjamin M. Parker, Alonzo K. W. Green.
Assessors of Taxes.
Charles W. Ntimson, Moses H. Goodrich, Daniel II. Tie,
fethen, Augustus W. Odiorne, Thomas Neil, John Kelly-
James Douglas, William P. Bennett, Henry F. Wendell.
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Inspectors of Check Lists.
Ward 1—John E. Locke, William Conn. Ward 2—Horace
A. Martin, William II. Dunn. Ward 3—Daniel J. Avers
Ward 4—Benjamin F. Russell.
Selectmen.
Ward 1—Henry R. Stoddard, Robert H. Hall, Daniel Casey.
Ward 2—Benjamin F. Winn, John W. Prior, Thos. Kennedy.
Ward 3—James S. Locke, Harry J. Freeman, Win. Hughes.
Ward 4—Horace Mudge, Joseph R. Holmes, James Janvrin.
Moderators.
Ward 1—Nathan Whalley. Ward 2—Charles E. Batchelder.
Ward :5—Ira (J. Eastman. Ward 4—Henry F. Wendell.
Ward Clerks.
Ward 1—Frank M. Dennett. Ward 2—Samuel H. Kings-
bury. Ward 3—Michael F. Canty. Ward 4—-William S.
Hazel.
Board of Instruction.
Marcellus Eldredge. Chairman ; John Pender, Secretary.
John J. Laskey, Charles A. Sinclair, Daniel J. Vaughan,
Anna B. Wilson, John Pender, John A. George, Alfred Good-
ing, O. M. Knight, Charles E. Batchelder, Helen C. Knight,
Mercer Goodrich, Charles H. Garrett.
Police.
Justice oj the Police Court, Charles E. Batchelder ; Special
Justice. Marcellus Bufford.
City Solicitor, Samuel W. Emery.
City Marshal, Charles W. Norton.
Assistant Marshals, Freeman II. Peverby and Daniel J. Hut-
ley.
Watchmen, Constables and Police Officers; Ozro J. Hobbs,
j'aptain of the Watch; Thomas Leary, Richard D. Smart,
/fohn Hennesse}-, Levi W. Marden, Edward Watkins, James
McCarthy.
Supernumerary Watchmen. Thomas E. Watkins, Cornelius
Reagan, John S. Wendell, Frank Cousins, James Kehoe, Wil-
liam H. Kennison.
Fire Department.
Chief Engineer, Herbert A. Marden.
Assistant Engineers, George P. Philbrick, George A. Jack-
son, Andrew J. Langdon, Robert H. Hall.
Clerk of Fire Department, Samuel R. Gardner.
Superintendent of Fire Alarm, Wilber I. Trafton.
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Other City Officers.
City Treasurer, Samuel P. Treadwell.
Collector of Taxes, Samuel P. Treadwell.
City Messenger. Samuel R. Gardner.
Street Commissioner, William G. Marshall.
Superintendent of Almshouse, etc., William II. Seymour.
City Physician. John J. Berry.
Board of Health. John J. Berry, Joseph C. Muehmore, John
J. Grogan, Samuel Spinney.
Lamplighters, Samuel Webber, William P. Gardner. James
Kehoe.
Keeper of Pound, John F. Bridge.
Keeper of Powder Magazine, Andrew P. Wendell.
Harbor Master, Ebenezer G. Adams.
Port Wardens, Daniel Littlefield, Howell C. Russell.
Fence Viewers, George E. Hodgdon, Jefferson C. Rowe,
Abraham S. Waldron.
Inspector of Petroleum. Frank Horroeks.
Lot Layer, Alfred C. Hoyt.
Sealer of Weights and Measures, George A. Blaisdell.
Weighers, Benjamin Russell, Hiram F. Williams, James M,
Salter, Arthur F. Cox, Edward Newman, Otis F. Philbrick,
W. P. Pickett, A. W. Walker, Charles R. Green, Gardner J.
Greenleaf.
Measurers of Wood, Benjamin M. Parker, Daniel Little-
field, Hiram F. Williams, Otis F. Philbrick, Benjamin Russell.
Arthur W. Walker, Charles E. Walker, James S. Wood, Fred-
erick W. Rogers, Wm. P. Pickett.
Surveyors of Lumber, B. M. Parker, Thomas E. Call. Jr..
D. Litlefield, Frank Sides.
Surveyors of Highways, District 1, Frank P. Garland;
District 2, George Bilbruck ; District 3, Andrew Sherburne ;
District 4, Washington I. Drake ; District 5, Ernest H. Rand ;




Portsmouth, N. H., Januaiy 13th, 1886.
To the Honorable Mayor and Board of Aldermen, of the City
of Portsmouth :
Gentlemen :—I have the honor to submit to your honorable
body the annual report of the librarian of the Public Library,
for the year ending December 31st, 1885, as follows :
—
Books in the library January 1st, 1885 7,096 Vols.
Added during the year 266 "
Worn out 114 '•
Lost 3 k -
In library January 1st, 1886 7,245 "
Cards issued during the year 544
Books loaned during the year 15,000 "
Books were presented by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Eastman,
Mrs. Charles H. Rollins, Mr. Henry Ladd, Mr. George W.
Gnppy, Mr. Gignoux and Master Frank Butler.
It will be seen that a larger number of books have been re-
ported "worn out" than is usual in one year, but the most of
these books are for children, and were retained as long as each
volume was intact. The large falling off of the number loaned
is attributable to this lack of juvenile literature ; for the bo}*s,
especially, are a large factor of the borrowers.
The library opened on Jan. 1st, 1881 with 900 Vols.
Added to January 1st of the current year 6,560 "
7,460
Books worn out and lost in the five years 215
Cards issued in the five years 3,980
Books loaned in the five years 88,092
Very respectfully.
ROBEBT E. RICH, Librarian.
City Solicitor's Report.
To the City Councils:
As required by ordinance of the City I submit this annual
report
:
Since January I, 1885, the city has been interested in but
few legal proceedings in the Supreme Court of the State.
The case Willey vs. Portsmouth, an action for trespass to a
right of way, has been pending since October term, 1884. in
the Supreme Court. It is a small matter, and was to have
been tried at the October term, 1885, but plaintiff's counsel
could not get ready and it was continued to January term, 1886,
when it will be disposed of, if no unforeseen event occurs.
In the latter part of September, 1885, Frank Jones, a bill
in equity being ready to be filed in the Supreme Court, ob-
tained an injunction against the further prosecution of the lay-
ing of the sewer through the Deer street landing place, by the
city. A hearing was had in the matter of the injunction on
October 4th, at the Court House, before Judge Smith, and the
injunction was dissolved as to the landing place and dock in
front, leaving the city free to continue its work.
At the October term the City was prepared for a hearing on
the merits of the bill, but before the adjournment of the court
the counsel for the plaintiff moved that the bill be dismissed
without prejudice, which was done. Throughout the case the
Solicitor appeared for Mr. Shanehan, the contractor, who was a
co-defendant with the City.
On the 26th day of December, 1885, a notice was served on
the City of sundry motions to be made by Marcus P. Norton,
in a suit in which the City was formerly interested, which mo-
tions are to be made on January 19, 1886, in the U. S. Circuit
Court for the District of New Hampshire.
In 1882 Marcus P. Norton, trustee, for the owners of letters
patent, No. 42920, brought an action at law against the City
of Portsmouth in the U. S. Circuit Court for the District of
New Hampshire. The action was brought to recover damages
for the alleged infringement of the patent by the City, which
alleged infringement consisted in the use, as it is claimed, of a
relief pipe and valve on the steam fire engines owned by the
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City, without the consent of the owners of the letters patent.
Shortly after the rendering of the verdict against Norton in the
suit against Dover, on August 4, 1883, an entry of nonsuit
was ordered by the court as of May term, 1853. Since then,
as a matter of course, the case has disappeared from the active
docket of the Circuit Court of the United States. Norton now
gives notice that on January 19, 1886, he will move the Court to
restore the case to the moving docket of the court, to strike off
the entry of nonsuit and order a trial bv jury on February 19,
1886.
Here it may be stated, that on August 2, 1883, James P.
Foster as attorney in fact for the owners of the letters patent,
and Marcus P. Norton as trustee, and J. C. Caverly as attor-
ney of record, executed a general release to the City of all
claims for infringement of the letters patent by the City.
There was an ample consideration given by the cities and the
release will be strongly urged upon the attention of the court.
During the year a large number of complaints and warrants
have been issued and prosecuted for the police department.
Several opinions have been given on matters submitted to
the Solicitor.
There is no other business in my department which needs
mention.
Respectfully.
SAMUEL W. EMERY, City Solicitor.
Dec. 31, 1885-
eport of City Marshal.
For the Year Ending December 31, 1885.
To the Hon. Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City of
Portsmoidh.
Gentlemen : I respectfull}* make the following report of the
number of persons arrested and lodged, the cause of arrests,
and the amount of fines and costs collected during the year.
Assault 68
Assault on officers 2
Aggravated assault 1
Arrested for out of town officers 6
Breaking and entering 1
Bastard}' 2
Boarding house beats 2





Cutting down fence 1
Cruelty to animals 5
Drunks 711
Deserters from U. S. Navy 31










Malicious injury to personal property 1





Playing cards on Sunday 2
Putting out street lights 1
Stubborn child • 1
Selling liquor -
Stealing rides on railroad cars 3






Violating bird laws 1
Violating lobster laws 2
Violating Sunday ordinance 1
Total arrests for the year 1885 '•»*''
Total number of persons furnished lodgings
during the year 1885 988
Total arrests and lodged 1971
The total amount of fines and costs collected
by me during the year $750 06
Amount of dog license collected 29 00
$779 06
Paid out for witness fees, etc., as shown by
accompaning receipts 19'
Paid to City Treasurer $581 69
INCIDENTAL SERVICES.
Stores found open and closed by the officers 20
Fire alarms given by officers -4
Sent out of the City by order of the Mayor 1
1
Sent to Insane Asylum at Concord 2
Sent to Insane Asylum at Brentwood 2
Sent to Poor Farm, Portsmouth 2
Sent to Reform School at Manchester 1
Committed to Portsmouth Jail 57
Committed to County Farm, Brentwood 165
Stolen property recovered by officers and returned to
owners 8240 00
Rescued from drowning 2
Found destitute and helped 7
Lost children found and taken to parents 2
Respeetfull}* submitted.
CHARLES W. NORTON, City Marshal.
ANNUAL REPORT
irroan of the Board of Health.
The following is a summary of the vital statistics of the city
of Portsmouth for 1he year 1885 :
Total number of births reported - - ... hq
Birth rate per thousand of population 14.6
Total number of deaths - ...... 179
Death rate per thousand -------- 17.9
Deaths of children under five years of age .... 30
Total number of marriages --- 109
Of fatal cases of disease a partial list is here given :
From diseases of the brain and nervous system - - 22 deaths.
" consumption 19
" pneumonia -------- 10
" old age 10
" apoplexy 9
" cancer - -- - 7
" heart disease ........ -7
" cholera infantum -- 7
" croup ---------- 5
" Bright's disease 5
" diphtheria 4
" cerebro spinal meningitis - - - - . 3
" typhoid fever -------- 1
" scarlet fever '..-0
" measles ---------
" whooping cough - -----
The returns show that but 146 births have occurred during
the past year. This is evidently far short of the true number,
and indicates extreme and criminal negligence on the part of
non-professional attendants upon such cases, for the law pro-
vides that any one neglecting to report a birth within six days
of its occurrence shall be subject to a fine of not less than one
hundred dollars. That many women have been guilty of such
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neglect is certain, inasmuch as in other New England cities the
birth rate ranges from seventeen to twenty-five per thousand,
while here it is far below the minimum. It is hoped that the
returns for the present year will be much more complete.
A reference to the above table will show a remarkable immu-
nity from fatal cases of an infectious nature. All which have
occurred seemed to appear without much regard to locality or
season of the year. Diphtheria, however, has formed an ex-
ception to this rule, but has not existed in an epidemic form :
neither has it proven unusually fatal. The number of cases
observed has probably not exceeded fifty, and with but four
deaths.
This exemption from contagious diseases has not been due to
any unusual vigilance on the part of our citizens, but rather to
the absence of those conditions governing epidemics. Though
such diseases as these cannot always be prevented, it is often
possible through sanitary measures to ward off" a threatened
outbreak. It has been truly stated that to produce infectious
diseases we must have the disease germs, the conditions favor-
able to their growth, and a receptive soil. Two or more of
these causes must be present to create of propagate the same.
The latest research has consigned diphtheria as well as typhoid
fever to the catagory of ''filth diseases," the existence of eith-
er in an epidemic form indicating a palpable negligence on the
part of some one, either as regards oportunity for contagion or
sanitary surroundings. All that is often required to produce a
malignant type of either affection is a low state of vitality un-
der the influences of polluted water, vitiated air or otherwise
unwholesome dwellings. Several cases of diphtheria occurring
in the past year have been directly traced to foul sink-drains,
defective plumbing and neglected privy vaults.
The cases of cholera infantum (which appeared with few ex-
ceptions during the latter portion of the summer) were compar-
atively few and of a benign type. While in a few instances the
cause of the disease could be attributed to unhealthtul surround-
ings, a large proportion of the cases were no doubt due to neg-
lect or ignorance of the more common hygienic rules. It is
probable that over one-half the cases of cholera infantum are
produced by improper feeding. In this cit}*, the action of heat
alone in causing the disease is comparatively slight and infre-
quent.
It will prove no surprise to those familiar with the New Eng-
land climate to learn of our high rate of mortalit}' from con-
sumption—a disease which is increasing in trequency through
unhygienic surroundings and hereditary transmission. While
however, a moderate percentage of cases may be attributed to
the latter influence, it is a fact not generally remembered that
unsanitary conditions, such as contaminated air, damp dwellings,
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poor food and enervating habits are very potent factors in the
production of this disease.—in fact, so great is their influence,
that it is at times possible through proper hygienic precautions
to* overcome a strong hereditary predisposition to this affection.
The inferences to be drawn from these facts are apparent to all.
Sickness among the city poor has not existed to the usual ex-
tent during the year. But a single instance of contagious dis-
ease was observed, and this was acquired elsewhere and brought
hither. The same is true regarding the health of those living
at the City Farm. These facts argue well for the sanitary con-
dition of both localities.
In view of the possible advent of small pox during the fall,
the city* was placed in as healthful a state as limited time would
allow. Several hundred persons, comprising both young peo-
ple and adults, were vaccinated ; in addition to this a large
number of school children secured similar treatment at the ex-
pense of the city. The accommodations for prospective small-
pox patients, situated on Pest Island, were thoroughly renova-
ted and made ready for cases of emergency. While these quar-
ters are in some respects well fitted for the purpose intended,
their isolated location and the •difficulties thereby attendant up-
on the transportation of patients render them highly unsatisfac-
tory. The Board therefore recommends the removal of the
same to some convenient and more accessible locality as soon
as circumstances permit.
During the past year the city has undertaken an important
duty in the endeavor to remove the objectionable features of
the North mill pond. That its past condition has been wholly
bad is apparent to nearly every intelligent person, and to every
one familiar with sanitary laws. Whether or not it has ever
been instrumental in producing an epidemic not only cannot be
definitely ascertained, but affords no argument in its favor or
otherwise, for it is well known that . unsanitary conditions may
exist for years and do no harm, but finally, under the stimula-
tion of atmospheric or other influences, may produce the inevit-
able result. It is also a fact self-evident to the well informed
that nearly, if not all the conditions for producing epidemics
have been present in this locality* for several years. The at-
tempt, therefore, on the part of our City Government, to re-
move the same, is both wise and timely.
During the past year it has been the intention of the Board
to secure the best sanitary condition of the City possible to
obtain, and while there remains some objectionable localities,
and places where little or no regard is paid to the requirements
of health, it is proposed to remove or at least remedy these un-
desirable features as rapidly as possible with the means at its
disposal. No Board of Health, however perfect its organiza-
tion or supreme its authority, can perform its duties effectually
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without the co-operation of the citizens over which it has super-
vision. It is urgently desired, therefore, that each one will ren-
der assistance b}r notifying this Board of any facts relating to
the public health, and give immediate notice of any infringe-
ment of the "Health Regulations" of the city. In conclusion
we would express our obligations to the physicians of the place
for returns submitted, and also to the members of the Board of
Mayor and Aldermen for services rendered in an official ca-
pacit}r .
Jan. 1st, 1886. JOHN J. BERRY, M. D.
Chief Engineer's Report,
To the Honorable Board of Mayor and Aldermen.
Gentlemen : In compliance with iny duties as Chief Engi-
neer, I herewith present the annual report of the condition of
the Fire Department ; a list of fires that have occurred during
the past year, with a statement of the amount of loss and insur-
ance on the property destroyed so far as could be ascertained ;
the amount of property belonging to the city under my charge ;
a list of the members, with their ages and residences ; and a
list of reservoirs, their location, condition and capacity.
MEMBERSHIP.
The Department now numbers one hundred and twenty-three
(123) men, viz. : Chief Engineer, four Assistants, and Clerk of
Fire Department, three Steamer Companies of twenty -one men
each, Hook and Ladder Company of seventeen men, two Ex-
tinguisher Companies of ten men each, Supply Wagon Com-
pany of five men, four steam Engineers, four steam Firemen,
and four Drivers.
APPARATUS.
The apparatus of the Department consists of three Steam
Fire Engines, with Hose Carriages attached, one Steamer in
reserve, two Extinguishers, one Hook and Ladder Truck, one
Supply Wagon, two horse Hose Carriages, and two Sleighs.
Steamer No. 1, was built by the Portland Company; put
into service in 1864.
Steamer No. 2, was built by the Manchester Locomotive
Works
;
put into service in 1879.
Steamer No. 3, was built by the Amoskeag Company ; put
into service in 1870.
Steamer No. 4, was built by B. S. Nichols & Co. ; put into
service in 1876 ; rebuilt by Critchley & Whalley in 1879.
The Steamers and Extinguishers are in good condition and
reliable. I would recommend buying a new Hose Wagon for
Steamer No. 4.
HOSE.
There are forty-seven hundred and fifty (47o0) feet of Amer-
ican Jacket or cotton hose in good and reliable condition.
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There are also forty-live hundred (4500) feet of leather hose,
wholly unreliable and unfit for use, which I would recommend
to be sold and the proceeds used toward the purchase of fifteen
hundred feet of American Jacket hose.
HOUSES.
The Engine Houses are in fair condition but wholly inade-
quate to the needs of the Department, as they were built for
Hand Engines, and are not adapted to the use of Steamers.
I would recommend the building of one fire station, large
enough to accommodate three Steamers and the Hook and Lad-
des Truck, with their Companies, with all modern improve-
ments and attachments.
FIRE ALARM TELEGRAPH.
During the past year the Gamewell Fire Alarm Telegraph
has been introduced, and while I think the system is excellent
still there is great room for improvement. In other cities, with
a little more of it, it has proved a perfect success. For fur-
thur information of the working of it I will refer you to the
appended report of the superintendent. I think it would mate-
rially add to the efficiency of the alarm to have an automatic
whistle at Eldredge's brewery. I would also recommend the
placing of a box at the corner of Daniel and Bow Streets., also
one at the corner of Vaughan and Deer streets, and one at the
corner of Market and Hanover streets.
FIRES AND ALARMS.
The fires and alarms for the past
(
year number thirteen ; the
amount of loss though was very small, being only, as far as
could be ascertained, about $797, all covered by insurance.
The amount of money expended is $8059.83 ; $5397.91 was
for salaries, and the balance, $2661.92, for the contingent ex-
penses.
RESERVOIRS.
The reservoirs are fourteen in number, in fair condition.
The one on Brewster street is only reliable one-half the time.
There are two reservoirs near the Portsmouth Machine Shop
which might be utilized by laying a pipe from then> to the front
on Hanover street. I would recommend the building of a res-
ervoir on Court Place connected with the main on State street
with a four inch pipe.
The Dover street reservoir, containing an inexhaustible sup-
ply of water, is almost useless in time of fire as onl}T one engine
can play from it ; this can be remedied by having a small
reservoir at the corner of Islington and Cabot streets connect-
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ing with the Dover street reservoir, at which all the Steamers
can play.
In conclusion, I would express my thanks to his Honor, the
Mayor, and to the members of City councils for their earnest
efforts to promote the efficiency of the Department ; to the
Police Department for aid rendered ; to the Board of Engineers
and the officers and members of the several companies for the














Samuel R. Gardner, Clerk,
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Col. Sise Steam Fire Engine Company, No. 2.
STATIONED OX COURT STREET.
Name. Age.
Joseph A. Randall, Foreman, 25
Willard M. Gray, Asst. ' 33
Fred B. Haraden, Clerk, 32
George W. Tripp, 36
Albert R. Junkins, 32
Allen A. Rand, 44
Frank E. Osgood, 42
Francis R. Hersey, 32




Charles F. Goodwin, 44
Horace W. Gray, 25
Charles Holmes, 40
Dennis Long, 29
Richard T. Call, 39
Willard Sears, 43



























Schedule of Property in charge of Steamer JVo. 2.
Steamer $3400 00
Hose Carriage 750 00
1 stove and fixtures 35 00, 1 set tools 12 00, 4 oil cans 2 00 4!) o
)
19 spanners 7 00, ;t spanner belts 4 50, 4 ladder straps 4 00 15 50
4 leather patches 4 00, rubber hose -2 50, hose saddle 1 00, hatchet & axe 2 00 8 5o
1 coilee pot 4 00, 1 step ladder 1 50, sign 25 00, vise 10 00 40 50
wheel jack 6 00, 1 shovel 1 00, 2 frames 1 00, 1 broom .25 8 25
1 roll board 2 00, duster 2 00, suction hose pipe 2 00 6 00
tube brush 2 00. 1 set badges 13 20, 1 table 10 00, 2 tables 3 00 28 20
12 Taber's spanners 5 00, 2 cloth coats 8 00, 9 rubber coats 36 00 4:i )
50 feet Jacket hose 10 00, 1 snow shovel .50 L0 5 *
1 sleigh 65*1
$4430 45
Kearsarge Steam Fire Engine Company, No. 3.


























Schedule of Property in charge of Company No. 3.
1 Engine $3400 00
I hose carriage 750 00, sleigh wagon 75 00 825 00
II chairs 8 25, table 4 00, 6 lanterns 12 00, force pump 8 00 32 25
5 cloth coats 15 00, 12 T. spanners 5 00, 1 S. belt, 18 spanners 12 20 32 20
(J ladder straps 6 00, rubber cap 1 00, 1 vise 4 00, 2 one gallon cans 2 00 13 00
Tin ware 1 00, hosepipe 2 00, can & bucket 1 00, oil feeders 1 50, dust pan .50 (1 00
Tunnel .25, set tools 12 00, watering pot 2 00, oiler 1 00, 2 axes 2 00 17 25
Roll-board 2 00, 3 frames 2 00, 2 copper pipes 24 00, 1 shovel .50 28 50
1 wheel jack 6 00, duster .50, 1 step ladder 3 00, 1 table 14 00, chandelier S 00 31 50
1 sign 15 00, hose saddle 1 00, reducing coupling 4 00, 1 s. coupling 15 00 35 00
Tube brush 3 00, coffee boiler 5 00, 50 feet s. hose 10 00, 8 rubber coats 32 00 50 00




Henry Holbropk, 34 North Road
Daniel Wendell,
William H. Micott, 38 2 Gates Street.
Schedule of Property in charge of Steamer No. 4.
Steamer $340000
l Hose Carriage 200 00
5 lanterns 20 00, 4 oil cans '2 00, 1 bucket 1 00, shovel .2,5, 2 R. coats 8 00 31 25
1 hose saddle 1 00, 1 set tools 12 00, 38 spanners 10 00, 30 ft rubber hose 12 00 35 00
12 spanner belts 4 00, 10 ladder straps 10 00, 2 hose patches 00, 1 vise 10 00 30 00
1 coffee pot 4 00, 2 frames 1 00, 1 coal hod .25, watering pot 2 00, basin .75 8 00
it chairs 9 00, Roll-board 2 00, 1 table 2 50, 1 step ladder 2 00, 1 desk G 00 21 50
Wheel jack 6 00, shovel .50, force pump 10 00, ladder 1 92, 2 cloth coats 4 00 22 42
2 canvass coats 4 00, 1 table 12 00, 4 chairs 3 60 19 00
$3767 77
Extinguisher Company, No. 5,
HOUSE ON STATE STREET.
Warren P. Webster, Foreman, .
Edward A. Manent, Assistant,







J. Howard G rover.
Schedule of Property in charge of Company No. 5.
Extinguisher $550 00
1 sign 6 00, stove and fixtures 10 00, table and desk 6 00 22 00
6 chairs 6 00, 4 lanterns 16 00, 1 bulls-eye lantern 2 00 24 00
1 signal lantern 3 00, 1 force pump 8 00, 2 axes 2 00 13 00
2 watering pots 1 5"), 3 rubber coats 12 00, 3 forked wrenches 1 00 14 50
1 large wrench 3 00, 9 spanners 1 75, 8 acid bottles 3 50 8 25
8 soda cans 8 00, soda box 1 00, 8 rubber buckets 8 00, 2 tunnels 3 00 20 00
Coffee pot 3 00, oiler .30, wheel jack 5 00, wash basin .50 8 80
Oil cans .50, 2 frames 1 25, roll-board 1 25, broom .40 3 40
150 feet rubber hose 75 00, 1 chandelier 5 00, 1 bucket .25 80 25
1 vitriol pump 10 00 10 00
$754 20
Extinguisher Company, No. 6.
















II. Gates Wentworth, No. 3, 38
Geo. Ranisdell, Hook and Ladder,
Thus. Quinn, Hose Carriage, No. 3, 33




List of Property in Drivers' Room
-1 bedsteads 3 08, 4 mattresses 10 00
6 spreads 8 00, 4 blankets 4 00, 8 sheets 3 00
5 pillows 3 00, 4 pillow-eases 1 00, 1 table 2 00






Property in City Stable belonging to Fire Depart-
ment.
2 Harnesses $15 00
1 Blanket 3 00




One on Market Square, brick, 20,000
One on School Street, brick, 18,000
One on Pleasant Street, brick, 15,000
One on Austin Street, brick, 12,000
One on Haymarket Square, brick, 30,000
One on Hanover Street, school yard, brick, 63,000
One on Eastern Railroad, brick, 37,000
One on Union Street, wood, 8,000
One on Madison Street, stone, 450,000
One on Dover Street,
One salt water reservoir, Universalist Church, stone.
One salt water reservoir, Brewster Street, stone,
One salt water reservoir, Vaughan Street,
One salt water reservoir, Atkinson Street,
REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT
FIRE ALARM TELEGRAPH
The Gamewell system was introduced into this City by Mr.
Edwin Rogers, last May, at an expense of $2860, and has
never failed to respond on any occasion since it was put in.
In the construction of the line, six and three-quarter miles
of wire was used, upon which are eleven signal boxes, one
automatic bell striker, one indicator, one gong and two me-
chanical tappers, charged with 24 cups of battery, all of which
are in an excellent condition.
The boxes are of the latest make and equipped with all the
modern improvements.
The alarm now consists of a whistle at Eldredge's brewery,
and a striker in the tower of the North Church ; a ten inch
gong has been placed at the Portsmouth brewery, and an auto-
matic machine for blowing it has been ordered.
The whole apparatus is carefully inspected and tested every
month, and Cambridge time is struck each day at 12.30.
Most respectfully submitted.
W. I. TRAFTON,
Sup't Fire Alarm Telegraph.
Location of Boxes and Keys.
Box 7.—Corner Dennett and North Streets. Keys at Fhilip
E. Woods, 16 North Street, Daniel D. Waldron, 13
North Street, Cox & Newman's store, corner Dennett
and North Streets, Solomon Seymour, 6 Dennett Street.
Box 14.—Corner Market and Russell Streets. Keys at Jun-
kins & Go's store, and Benning Moore's house over
said store, Concord Railroad wharf.
Box 17.—Police station. Key at Police station.
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Box 19.—Corner Water and Court. Keys at M. J. Ryan's.
corner Court and Water, Mrs. Annie J. Dixon's house,
opposite corner, H. C. Russel's store.
Box 24.—Corner Gates and Washington Streets. Keys at J.
F. Adams, 27 Washington. Dennis II. Trefethen, 3
Gates, P. M. Spinney, 31 Washington.
Box 2G—Haven School-house. Keys at W. G. Snow's. 3 South
School Street, John Sullivan, 4 South School Street,
Oliver H. Locke, 11 South.
Box 32.—Middle Street Church, corner State and Middle.
Keys at C. H. Clough, 89 State, Dr. Jones, 102 State,
corner Middle, Dr. Sherburne, 91 State.
Box 35.—A. F. Rand's store, Middle Street. Keys at Rand's
store, H. W. Oxford, 52 Middle, J. P. Morse, 54 Mid-
dle, D. E. Leavitt.
Box 38.—Eldredge's brewery, (private). Key at brewery.
Box 43.—Corner Cabot and Islington. Keys at J. W. Moses,
39 Islington, corner Cabot, H. C. Locke, 54 Islington,
corner Cabot, Charles A. Green, 45 Cabot.
Box 46.—Corner Hanover and Pearl. Keys at Portsmouth
Machine Shop office, John E. Locke, 3 Pearl, corner
Hanover, A. W. Bartlett, 2 Pearl, Walter S. Gray, 73
Hanover.




To the Honorable Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City of
Portsmouth.
Gentlemen : The following is a report of the Treasurer of
the Public Library for the period ending January 31, 188G.
Balance on deposit Dec. 31, 1884 $12 80
Appropriation received July 25, 1885 1000 00
-$1012 80
Paid J. E. Bailev, binding books 36 49
" "
"
" " 11 75
22 97
71 21
Paid Portsmouth Gas Co. 3 bills 41 85
" " 1 bill 5 94
" " " 1 bill 16 47
64 2Q
Paid Richard I. Walden, catalogues 125 60
" " printing 4 00
-129 60
Paid Alfred Stavers, rent 189 58
" " " 81 25
" " " to Feb. 1, '86 81 25— 352 08
Paid R. E. Rich, librarian 150 00
" " " to Jan. 1,'86 150 00——-300 00
Paid C. A. Hazlett, insurance 52 50
Paid M. Goodrich 14 25
983 90
Balance on hand on deposit $28 90
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INVESTED FUNDS.
The income to be expended for books for the library ; invested
same as at last report.
Balance on deposit Dee. 31, 1884 877 05
Income on the "Miss H. Louisa Penhallow
Fund" to January 1, 1886 105 00
Income on the "Miss Ellen T. Pickett Fund"
to November 1, 1885 6 00
Savings Bank dividends C 15
117 15
194 20
Paid library committee for purchase of books 70 00
Balance on hand on deposit $124 20
Eespectfully submitted.





For the Year Ending December 31,
1885.
PUBLISHED BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN.
PORTSMOUTH
:




Marcellus Eldredge, Chairman. John Pender, Secretary
John J. Laskey, Daniel J. Vaughan,
Charles A. Sinclair, Anna B. Wilson.
Term Expires August 1, 1886.
John Pender, Alered Gooding,
John A. George, O. M. Knight.
Term Expires August 1, 1887.
Charles E. Batchelder, Mercer Goodrich,
Helen C. Knight, Charles H. Garrett.







Committee on Salaries.—Oliver M. Knight, Garrett, and
Laskey.
Text Books.—Mrs. Wilson, Pender and Vaughan.
Examination of Teachers.— Batchelder, Mrs. Knight and
Gooding.
Truancy.—O. M. Knight, George and Garrett.
Purchases.—Sinclair, Pender and Laskey.
Drawing.—Mrs. Wilson, Goodrich and Vaughan.
GRADE COMMITTEES.
Grammar Grades.—Knight, Goodrich, Gooding.
Intermediate Grades.—Batchelder, George and Mrs. Wil-
son.
Primary Grades.—Mrs. Knight, Pender and Sinclair.
Suburban Schools.—Laskey, Garrett and Vaughan.
DISTRICT COMMITTEES.
District No. 1.—Sinclair, Mrs. Knight and George.
District No. 2.—Pender, Mrs. Wilson and Batchelder.
District No. 3.—Goodrich, Gooding and Laskey.
ANNUAL REPORT
(^airman of % Board of Instruction.
To the Honorable Board of Mayor and' Aldermen of the City
of Portsmouth
:
As chairman of the Board of Education, I submit the follow-
ing report. The amount appropriated by the City Councils for
the expenses of the schools, the past year, was $19,000, which,
with the amount received from the literary fund, placed at the
disposal of the Board of Instruction about $20,000. For full
information as to the manner in which this sum—or nearly the
whole of it—has been expended, I would refer you to the items
of the expenses of the school department to be published in
the City accounts.
I am not aware that, in the exercise of a judicious economy,
the expenses of the schools can be materially reduced, and I
should recommend that a like sum be appropriated this year for
this purpose. Should it be deemed best by the Board of In-
struction to elect a Superintendent of Schools in accordance
with the authority given by the legislature at its last session,
an additional sum may be necessary.
During the past year the High School building has been sup-
plied with a steam heating apparatus which gives entire satis-
faction, and will result in a considerable saving in the matter
of fuel, besides keeping the rooms always comfortable.
If the present arrangement of school buildings is to be con-
tinued I would suggest the propriety of carefully investigating
the subject of heating other school houses—especially the Cab-
ot street school house—with steam. I am confident that an an-
nual saving of a much larger sum than the interest upon the
cost of the apparatus might be effected.
It has, however, been suggested in years past that a commo-
dious and convenient school building might be erected some-
where near the centre of the City, where under one roof and
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in suitable rooms, built in modern style and supplied with mod-
ern conveniences, the various schools now confined in contract-
ed rooms, destitute of any conveniences, and unsatisfactorily
heated and ventilated, might be assembled. It is claimed that
a considerable part of the expense of building such a school
house might be paid by the City, from the sale of the present
school buildings and lots, whose places would be supplied by
the new one. The lease of the Academy building can be can-
celled by the City, if it so desires, on the first of July, 1888,
and if a new school house for the purposes above indicated is
ever to be built, the present seems to me to be the time for
considering and acting in regard to it. There are many rea-
sons why the present school buildings are unsatisfactory and
insuffieent which I will not undertake here to state, but should
you deem it best to consider this subject with a view of ascer-
taining the wants of the schools in this regard, the reasons
Avill be readily apparent. I believe the schools are now in as
good condition as they ever have been, and whether the em-
ployment of a superintendent— an official now employed by
most other cities— would bring about results commensurate
with the increased expense occasioned thereby, is a question
now under consideration by the board.
MARCELLUS ELDREDGE,
Chairman of the Board of Instruction.
Report of Primary Srads,
We have some good things to report ; one is more room at
the Spalding School. The crowded condition of this and the
Cabot street schools called for enlargement. The Mayor's at-
tention was directed to this fact, and prompt measures were
taken to secure it. Two light, airy rooms, well equipped for
school work are gained in place of one, and Miss Maud Wood-
ward, who happily brought to -her work some normal school
training, was put in charge of the new room. This is satisfac-
tory not only to the committee but also to Miss Moers, whose
faithful and excellent service for a term of years, inspired by a
true love for her little ones, has been a blessing to the school.
If all hindrances and inconveniences could be as speedily and
generously remedied, both teachers and committee might well be
thankful and go on their wTay rejoicing. Another story to the
building will soon be needed for an intermediate school, the
population of our city largely increasing in that direction.
We wish an overhauling of some kind could take place at
the Bartlett school house, where between seventy and eighty
scholars in one room vitiate the air, confuse the attention and
necessarily diminish the effectiveness of the most earnest en-
deavor. Good progress has been made in our grade. Two
new teachers have not yet the skill which intelligent training
and practice can alone give. Improved charts are imperatively
needed, since there is everything in having good tools to work
with. A ppleton's new reading chart has been put into one of
the Cabot street schools, and its value abundantly proved by
the quickened attention and more rapid improvement of the pu-
pils. Language lessons in the higher grades we regard particu-
larly important in connection with object teaching. More voice
training, especially by singing, would greatly aid the reading.
To banish harsh and unnatural tones from the school room,
voice culture must begin with the smallest children. May we
not add also, that the tones of the teacher in her talk in the
schoolroom, whether harsh and petulent, or gentle and polite,
are freighted with a powerful Influence ; powerful because con-
stant and unconscious, for evil or good, on her scholars. Let
teachers guard well how they speak.
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The legislature at its last session authorized our city to secure
the services of a Superintendent- A system of schools, as much
as a system of government, needs one executive head, who can
be held responsible for its administration. This is now univer-
sally admitted. A competent committee of the School Board
are charged with the selection of such an officer. We are sure
from what we know of their quest, that the right man will be
found. When he is, the Primary Committee will give him a
warm welcome, for the services of a Superintendent are no
where more needed than in our grade, not only to encourage
and counsel our present teachers in directing the self-activities
of childhood into their proper channels, but to prepare new
teachers for intelligent and effective labor. We cannot say
enough of the importance of this the foundation work of the
whole school system. The very best teaching ought to go
into it.
H. C. KNIGHT,
In behalf of Committee.





























































Grammar, Intermediate k Primary Schools.
DISTRICT ONE. F. W. Sweet, Master





Per cent, of attendance
Number of tardinesses
Number of dismissals










The following named pupils have been neither absent nor





















The following named pupils have been neither absent nor














The following named pupils have been neither absent nor
















































F. W. SWEET, Principal.
DISTRICT No. 2. W. J. Rockwood, Master





Per cent, of attendance
Number of tardinesses
Number of dismissals










The following named pupils have been neither absent nor






The following named pupils have been neither absent nor



















The following named pupils have been neither absent nor




























































DISTRICT No. 3. W. J. Rockwood, Master.





Per cent, of attendance
Number of tardinesses
Number of dismissals










The following named pupils have been neither absent nor












The following named pupils have been neither absent nor






























:4igb School Committee Report,
To His Honor the Mayor and Board of Aldermen.
The High School Committee herewith present their annual
report
:
In the beginning of the year it became apparent that a
change in the corps of teachers was necessary, and one of the
most difficult duties of the committee, was, to secure an effi-
cient principal for the school. Over fifty applications were
received. Their selection of Mr. John Pickard has proved
in every respect a most satisfactory choice. The work
of the year has been prosecuted with fidelity and wisdom,
and the committee are convinced that the methods now pur-
sued are securing the best results. Mr. Pickard has, com-
bined with his scholarly ability and judicious methods of
discipline, a sympathetic and practical enthusiasm for the
physical development of youth, and through his efforts the
unused attic has been converted into a gymnasium, where,
at each recess, the classes meet, and under his instruction are
not only developing graceful and healthy movements of the
body, but turning the effervescence of youth, which is apt to
overflow and bi-eed mischief, into systematic and improved
habits, also utilizing in the best possible manner the recesses,
which have become the subject of so much criticism in many
of our cities.
Miss Mathes has also inaugurated a system of light gymnas-
tics for the young ladies, with equal success.
Our laboratory is increased in usefulness by additions of
modern appliances ; this, together with new physical apparatus,
places our High School on a basis equal to that of any
High School in any city of our size. It would be no mis-
applied gift, should any of our citizens be disposed to
aid lis in this direction. Scientific studies are taking a fore-
most rank in the curriculum of all our schools, and Ports-
mouth must not follow in the wake, but with her opportunities,
be very near, if not quite to the front. To take this position
an annual expenditure in this line is essential.
We have at last supplied a long felt need by placing encyclo-
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poedias and a biographical gazetteer in the school, and hope,
by making annual additions, to create a good reference library,
so indispensable to a high school. The time having passed
when medals served their legitimate purpose, the committee
would suggest that the Haven fund could be more wisely used
for either or both of the above needs.
The committee gratefully acknowledge the energetic co-oper-
ation of the Board of Aldermen in supplying the high school
building with steam heat. Thus far it has given great satisfac-
tion, and not a day has been lost this winter by the low temper-
ature of the rooms.
In closing our report, we would extend through you, to all
our citizens, our urgent solicitation, that they acquaint them-
selves personally with the condition of our High School, and
visit it at any hour of the session. We also heartity invite
criticism, it being our earnest desire to do everything to in-
sure progress in every direction , and friendly criticism is one of






















Admitted from public schools :
Girls
Boys


















First Term.—Latin, Algebra, Botany begun.
Second Term.—Latin, Algebra, Physical Geography.
Third Term.—Latin, Algebra, Physical Geography, Botany
completed.
SECOND YEAR.
First Term.—Caesar, Arithmetic, Physics.
Second Term.—Caesar, Book-keeping, Physics.
Third Term.—Caesar, Book-keeping, Roman History.
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THIRD YEAR.
First Term.—Cicero, French, Geometry, Chemistry.
Second Term.—Cicero, French, Geometry. Chemistry.
Third Term.—Cicero, French. Astronomy, Chemistry.
FOURTH YEAR.
First term.—Virgil, French, Rhetoric, Geology.
Second Term.—Virgil, French, History, English Literature.




First Term.—Algebra, General History, Botany begun.
Second term.—Algebra, General History, Plrysical Geog-
raphy.
Third Term.—Algebra, General History, Physical Geogra-
phy, Botany completed.
SECOND YEAR.
First Term.—Arithmetic, Physics, English Composition.
Second Term.—Book-keeping, Physics, Ciyil Government.
Third Term.—Book-keeping, English History, English Lan-
guage.
THIRD YEAR.
First Term.—Geometry, Chemistry, Rhetoric.
Second Term.—Geometry, Chemistry, English Literature.
Third Term.— Astronomy, Chemistry, Commercial Arith.
metic.
One day of each week devoted to Penmanship, Drawing,




Latin Grammar and Lessons, Caesar, Algebra, History or
Arithmetic, English Literature.
SECOND YEAR.
Caesar, Roman History and Geography, Greek Grammar




Cicero. Chemistry, French. Anabasis, Grecian History and
Geography, English Literature.
FOURTH YEAR.
Virgil, Ovid, Homer, Geometry, French. Latin and Greek
Composition throughout the course.
Pupils in the Four Years Course will select three out of the
four studies prescribed for the third and fourth years, with the
exception that all must take Latin the third year.
The High School Committee may also make special arrange-
ments with pupils who, for good reasons, desire to pursue a lim-























For ''diligent application, good deportment and general im-
provement in all the studies pursued :"
Young Ladies.—First Medal, Annie L. Morrison. Second
Medal, Annie M. Locke.
Young Gentlemen.—First Medal, Thomas F. Willey. Sec-
ond Medal, Jacob Green.
ITliird. Year.
For "excellence in general scholarship :"
Young Ladies.—First Medal, Mabel A. Manson. Second
Medal, Grace F. Leavitt, who has also maintained the highest
rank in mathematics during this and previous years. Third
Medal, Bertha Hodgdon.
Young Gentlemen.—For "having maintained the highest
rank in general scholarship :" First Medal, Minot H. Beacham.
For "excellence in mathematics during this and previous
years:" Second Medal, Clifton S. Humphreys.
For "best English Composition," (only young gentlemen
contend), Third Medal, George B. Stavers.
Fourth Year.
For " excellence in general scholarship during the four
years :"
Young Ladies.—First Medal, Alice L. Brewster, who has
also maintained the highest rank in Latin.
The prize for "best English Composition" has also been
awarded to Miss Brewster. ....
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Second Medal. Annie L. Lamprey. Third Medal, Ethel M.
Green. Fourth Medal. A. Grace Henderson. Fifth Medal.
Bertha M. Davis.
Young Gentlemen.—For "excellence in general scholarship
during the four years :"
First Medal, Frank W. Philbrick. who has also maintained
the highest rank in Latin.
Second Medal, Chester B. Curtis. Third Medal, Albion T.
Parker.
A prize offered by Mr. Rockwood, (Principal), at the first
of the term, to the class in Botany (first class) for the best
Herbarium, was adjudged by the referee, (Miss Sarah Foster),
to Master George J. Marden, son of Joseph W. Marden of
North Portsmouth.




